The banner for the School of Health Sciences features both a trifoliated Greek cross and a Roman cross. The cross as a basic
design motif has many meanings in many cultures. The Greek cross symbolizes the four elements of creation: air, earth, fire,
and water, thus symbolizing life. The Roman cross carries the additional symbolism of faith and the ability to bestow a blessing.

While the black field typically symbolizes death, the cross of life and of faith rise above it, as the health sciences must.
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The mace is an academic tradition that started out as a formidable weapon of warfare but is now a
ceremonial staff used as a symbol of authority. Originally, the mace was a long-handled club weighted

at the end, used primarily by knights during the middle ages to crush the armor of opponents. Royal
bodyguards often carried maces to protect their monarch in processions. By the 14th century, maces
had become more ceremonial in use and were decorated with jewels and precious metals, losing
their war-club appearance. They were no longer used as weapons after the 16th century.

The ceremonial mace is usually three or four feet long. In the sessions of the British House of
Commons, the mace is placed on the treasury table. In the U.S. House of Representatives, it is
placed to the right of the speaker. A mace is often carried in ecclesiastical processions, particularly
in English-speaking countries, and frequently before magistrates in Great Britain. The mace has
become one of the major accessories at commencement ceremonies for colleges and universities.

At UTB/TSC, the mace bears the UTB seal on one side and the TSC seal on the other. It is carried
by the Faculty Marshal who is the most senior faculty member. The UTB/TSC mace is made
from wood that was part of one of the original support beams uncovered during the renovation of
Gorgas Hall. Built in 1868, Gorgas Hall was once the post hospital of historic Fort Brown. It was
named in honor of First Lieutenant William Crawford Gorgas, whose study led to the conquering
of yellow fever at Fort Brown.

Gorgas Hall maintains the distinctiveness of history and is the site of the offices of the President

and other administrative departments.




